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Haemostatic dressings are impregnated with agents that help stop bleeding.

When available and the first aid provider is trained in their use, haemostatic dressings are of
most value in the following situations:

o Severe, life-threatening bleeding not controlled by wound pressure, from a site not suitable
for tourniguet use such as a large ‘crater wound

o Severe, life-threatening bleeding from a limb, not controlled by a wound pressure, when
the use of a tourniquet(s) alone has not stopped the bleeding, or a tourniquet is not available
Haemostatic dressings must be applied as close as possible to the bleeding point, held
against the wound using local pressure (manually initially) then held in place with the
application of a bandage (if available). Haemostatic dressings should be left on the bleeding
point until definitive care is available

Summary Statement (Following excerpt from

ANZCOR Guideline 9.1.1)

The need to control the bleeding is paramount.

The risks associated with the first aid use of tourniquets and haemostatic dressings are less
than the risk of uncontrolled severe, life-threatening bleeding.

These adjuncts provide temporary bleeding control and rapid transfer to the hospital

remains critically important.
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