TREATMENT OF
SKULL BLEEDING

Bleeding (head/skull)

o If a casualty has sustained a significant head injury, then internal bleeding into the
brain should be considered

e If the casualty complains of a severe headache, seems confused, disorientated or loses

consciousness after a head injury you should call 000 / 112 immediately

If the casualty is bleeding from the head after a trauma, a first aider should not apply

firm direct pressure on the wound if there is a risk of a skull fracture

* |If the skull feels 'spongy’ or you are not sure, indirect pressure can be applied by
wrapping a bandage around the head with minimal risk of causing brain injury by
pushing a fractured skull into the brain

Treatment

o If concussion, bleeding inside the skull, or a skull
fracture is suspected, the casualty should be
placed in a quiet and dark room, with the head
and shoulders raised slightly on a pillow or blanket
- (lying down the casualty will help reduce the risk
of fainting)

* Try not to move the casualty unnecessarily, and
avoid moving the casualty’s neck. Call 000 /112

« [faskull fracture is not suspected use firm direct
pressure on the wound with a sterile dressing or
clean cloth

e If the area feels spongy, do not apply direct
pressure, as the casualty may have a skull fracture
Seek medical aid, watch for changes, and

apply DRS ABCD as required
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